ioo                MEMOIRS  OF MADAME JUNOT
The Junta sent the Marquis de Lazan, the brother of Palafox, to recommend the latter to preserve tranquillity; but the mischief had gone too far. I have good reasons for believing that Palafox had received secret instructions at Bayonne from Ferdinand VII.; and there is also ground to suspect that England strongly instigated the insurrectionary movement in Spain.
Such a proceeding was perfectly consistent with the spirit of the British Cabinet. When I was conversing, in 1814, with a member of the English Parliament, he expressed himself sorry that the power of Napoleon had not been attacked by a measure which, in his opinion, would inevitably have been triumphant: this was, to have proclaimed Soult King of Portugal when he wished to attain that dignity. "Imagine," said he, "what would have been the MORAL EFFECT produced in Europe by the defection of one of the first Captains of Napoleon's army! * He was right.
The magistrates and other public authorities fell sacrifices to the popular fury in various parts of Spain. The victims selected were those individuals who had been appointed by Charles IV. or the Prince of the Peace, or those whom the Emperor appeared to have acknowledged. Don Francisco de Borja, commander of the Marine Service at Cadiz; Comte de Torre Fresno, Governor of Bada-joz; Don Santiago de Guzman, Governor of Tortosa; Lieutenant Genera] Filanghieri, Don Miguel de Cevallos, Don Pedro Truxillo, the Marquis de Laguila, and Baron d'Albala, were ASSASSINATED AND CUT TO PIECES in the insurrections of Valencia and Seville.
The climate of Madrid did not agree with Murat. He was seized with colic, a disorder which is very prevalent there, and is frequently attended by fatal results. Savary superseded him at the Spanish capital. I know not how the latter discharged his duties; but this I know, that he made himself extremely ridiculous. He used to be served by servants kneeling; I am aware that this may appear incredible; but let those who doubt the fact inquire among the inhabitants of Madrid; the answer will be that General Savary, when at table, had his goblet handed to him by a page on his knees.
About this time the famous provincial Junta was formed at Seville. Doubtless the Spaniards were not disposed to